
 

Unit 1: Information technology systems (2 hour  

exam) 

Explore the relationships between the hardware and soft-

ware that form an IT system, and the way that systems 

work individually and together, as well as the relationship 

between the user and the system. You will examine issues 

related to the use of IT systems and the impact that they 

have on organisations and individuals.  

Unit 6: Website Development 

As a website developer, you must use sophisticated  

techniques to capture user interest and to ensure that  

Learners will develop a common core of IT knowledge 

and study areas such as the relationship between hard-

ware and software that form an IT system, managing 

and processing data to support business and using IT to 

communicate and share information.  

You will sit one written examination in Year 12. You will 

also undertake an externally assessed controlled assess-

ment and assignments for internal assessment. 

In addition to homework you will also be expected to 

carry out a minimum of 5 hours independent study per 

fortnight in each subject studied.    During independent 

study you are expected to prepare coursework,  

continue work on your assignment and read around 

each topic in the course. 

 

Recommended text:  Pearson’s ‘BTEC Nationals  

Information Technology Student 1 Activebook’ by  

Phillips, Jarvis, Fishpool, McGill, Cook, Atkinson-

Beaumont (ISBN: 9781292140308) 

 

Reading lists of free online resources will be made avail-

able.   

 

All required equipment is available on site; however, 

access to an internet enabled computer system for pri-

vate study is beneficial.  All software required for the 

course is available free of charge.  
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Any Computing/IT or related 

fields at university or the world 

of work. 

 

Particularly suited to  careers 

involving Website Development, 

Social Media Strategy and Data-

base systems.  

Overview 

Assessment method 

Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information  
In order to produce information to support many business 

processes as well as our social lives, relational databases 

are widely used to manage and process data. You will  

examine the structure of data and its origins, and how an 

efficient data design follows through to an effective and 

useful database. You will examine a given scenario and  

develop an effective design solution to produce a database 

system. 

Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business  
You will explore different social media websites, the ways 

in which they can be used and the potential pitfalls when 

using them for business purposes. You will develop a plan 

to use social media strategies for business purposes to 

achieve specific aims and objectives. You will then imple-

ment the plan, developing and posting content and inter-

acting with others.  
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customers are served. The scripting involved in the devel-

opment of websites has become crucial: website develop-

ers need to understand and acquire the necessary skills to 

find solutions to a variety of scenarios and problems. In 

this unit, you will use scripting languages such as Hyper-

text Markup Language (HTML), Cascading Style Sheets 

(CSS) and JavaScript® and a simple text editor, or rapid 

application development tools. Finally, you will reflect on 

the website design and functionality using a testing and 

review process.  



 

Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Prin-

ciples and Project Planning Techniques.  

 

This component will build on Key Stage 3 where you have 

learned about computer systems and software applica-

tions. You will learn how effective design and planning 

has a major impact on the user experience. This compo-

nent will help you to progress to further vocational or ac-

ademic qualifications. It will also enable you to develop 

transferable project planning skills that can be used 

across all areas of study and employment.  

You will develop a common core of IT knowledge and 

study areas such as the relationship between hardware 

and software that form an IT system, managing and 

processing data to support business and using IT to 

communicate and share information.  

You will sit one written examination in Year 10. You will 

also undertake an externally assessed controlled assess-

ment and assignments for internal assessment. 

 

Recommended text:  

 

BTEC Tech Award Digital Information Technology Student 

Book ISBN: 9781292208374  

 

Pearson BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in DIT: Component 3 

Textbook ISBN: 978-1-910523-14-8 

 

Reading lists of free online resources will be made availa-

ble.   

 

All required equipment is available on site; however, ac-

cess to an internet enabled computer system for private 

study is beneficial.  All software required for the course is 

available free of charge.  

HISTORY – A Level  
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Clear progression onto Level 3 

study for students who want to 

explore digital information tech-

nology further.  

 

Any Computing/IT or related 

fields of work. The average digi-

tal salary in the UK is £50,663 - 

44% higher than the average 

non-digital salary.  

 

Particularly suited to  careers 

involving Website Development, 

Social Media Strategy and Data-

base systems.  

Overview 

Assessment method 

External (exam) Component 3: Effective Digital 

Working Practices. 

You will explore how organisations use digital systems and 

the wider implications associated with their use. You will 

analyse information in a range of vocational contexts so 

that you develop a greater understanding of the use of dig-

ital systems by organisations and so that you are able to 

make reasoned judgements on the systems.  

 

Internal Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and In-

terpreting Data. 

You will understand the characteristics of data and infor-

mation and how they help organisations in decision mak-

ing. You will also use data manipulation methods to create 

a dashboard to present and draw conclusions from infor-
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The digital sector is a major source of employment in the 

UK, with 1.46 million people working in digital companies 

and around 45,000 digital jobs advertised at any one time. 

Digital skills span all industries; almost all jobs in the UK 

today require employees to have a good level of digital lit-

eracy. The UK has positioned itself to be the ‘digital capital 

of Europe’ as it continues to invest billions every year in 

digital skills and commerce.  

About the digital sector  


