
Friday 1st October

2021
Dear All

We end a busy, productive and innovative week, with students in all year groups settling well and adding to

the culture and ethos of the school - positive work ethic, good manners and future-looking perspectives.

We have formed a policy on Independent Prep that aims to support and to challenge all young people to

develop this life school both now and for success in their adult lives - please click here to read this.

Year 10:

Another good week for learning new concepts and applying them across the Science, Technology,

Engineering & Maths curriculum, with a continued development of communication skills through English,

Digital Information and Media.

A minority of students need to be reminded that outdoor wear, including hoodies are not permitted in

school at any time. The weather remains warm enough, but as the weather changes and the school is

extremely well heated. All individuals perceive temperature differently and I ask parents and carers to work

with their young adults to obtain dress code appropriate warmer attire, where needed.

Year 11:

Mocks are looming - Mid-November will be with us soon and students will need to prepare for these with

the considerable support available to them in Google Classroom outside of lessons, in order to be as

successful as they deserve. Meanwhile, progress reports for all students will be available for parents, carers

and students before half term - assessments are being made over the coming ten days of current predicted

results and evaluating students’ work ethic. We have been extremely impressed with our year 11s and they

continue to role model to their younger peers well, on the whole.

Years 12 and 13:

The common room is developing and now has its own small fridge, as well as table-football. We are looking

into, but have not yet secured, a small coffee machine too. Pods for this machine and balls for the

table-football will be supplied to those with outstanding work ethics, demonstrated in class consistently.

Please also find the following key reminders about procedures for informing us of child absence and also for

keeping children safe, including our Covid mitigations - cases are climbing in the locality and it is extremely

important that we act effectively, appropriately and quickly as a community to protect all stakeholders:
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1okvLsXc4HHGAclhWAmq8TKR5joH1_vh3qAiV9tMoi8c/edit?usp=sharing


Procedures for reporting your child’s absence

Just a reminder that Parents and Carers need to call 01761 438557 by 8.30am on the day of absence, in order for us to

record the absence correctly. On the message left, regarding absence, parents/carers need to include the description

of the reason for absence, name of the student and the likely return time and date to school. If the absence is so

serious that it extends beyond three days, we will need medical advice to be sought and evidenced. Mrs Willcox or

Mrs Cantrell will contact parents/carers during the day, if we need further information. Work will not be set for

students who are unwell. In the event of authorised isolation, due to Covid-19, work will be made available on Google

Classroom.

A reminder for all parents and carers of the protocols for Covid:

If a student exhibits symptoms or gains a positive Lateral Flow home or school test, please arrange a PCR test at the

earliest possible opportunity and immediately contact the school. We will then ask for the names of close contacts

and test those students in school, every day, until a negative PCR result is received from the source, or his/her

symptoms subside.

Here is a reminder of the symptoms:

● A new, persistent cough

● A raised temperature

● A sudden loss of, or change in, taste and/or smell

Covid Immunisations:

You will have received some letters from VirginCare, forwarded by us to you. Alun Williams met with

VirginCare last week, as CEO of the Trust. There have been National delays and difficulties in getting the

right number, at the right time. This has been further complicated by the unique context of communities in

terms of their levels of infections etc. This has meant that our schools have different levels of mitigation, in

accordance with need. This does also mean that our students must not interact closely with students from

Writhlington, particularly whilst mitigation levels differ. We will let you know when VirginCare contact us

with details - this will only be when they are ready to outroll the programme.

Covid Testing:

Testing is genuinely the robust way to protect students, staff and families, when followed up with fast,

effective and consistent action. As you know, we test all students in school once a week and all students

need to perform at least one home test, three days thereafter. We have lots of home kits for testing and we

urge all students to take home as many as they need. Students or parents/carers will need to log the result

of their home test, as they have previously. Results for tests that students take in school will be logged by

staff here on the central Government database.
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Health & Safety

The drinking of High Energy Drinks, such as Monster, has significantly reduced! Thank you so much for your

support - this makes a real difference, both to student health, and to the development of our culture. My

next plea is to the small minority of students who chew gum - the acid attack caused to an empty stomach,

let alone the inappropriate display of chewing, are things to be discouraged as these young people become

the best versions of themselves.

If you have any queries, please contact Nic Willcox at nwillcox@mendipstudioschool.org.uk

All the very best,

Bruce Hain

Headteacher

Research & Development Sessions (R&D Thursdays after school): continuing on Thursday 6th

October

R&D Clubs running

● Horticultural and Orchid Club for All Year Groups
● Media R&D for years 10 and 11 only
● Reptile Group for years - all year groups (student led)
● Lego Mindstorms for all year groups
● Art & Design - all year groups (NEW and student led)
● MORE to come, based on student view
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