
Friday 8th October

2021
Dear All

Another full-on week and the recognition of the start of Black History Month, launched by Dr. Pugh-Jones

with an inspiring whole school assembly on the history and plight of the people in Rwanda. All staff and

students learnt about the contributions to the genocide in 1994, by exploring the history, politics and

human behaviours that led to them, as well as an example of hope from the process of truth and

reconciliation. This assembly builds on previous themes of the dangers of stereo-typing.

This coming Thursday, R&D will not be running because teachers will be involved in remote consultation for

Year 10 students’ parents and carers, to discuss how they are settling in and progress to date.

Year 10:

A reminder that we will be holding our first virtual parents/carers meeting for Year 10 on Thursday 14th

October. Parents/Carers will be able to book appointments by clicking on this link Year 10 Parents/Carers

Evening If you haven’t used SchoolCloud please read the Parent/Carers Guide.

Year 11: Mock exam week begins on Thursday 18th November (completed on 26th November)

The mocks draw closer. So that every student is as well prepared to be as successful as possible, please find

the list of supports they will received from all of their teachers before the end of next week:

1. A list of all the topics that will be covered in the exam

2. A checklist for each of the topics that they will need to complete

3. Resources to fill in any gaps in knowledge, skills or understanding (e.g. PowerPoints, YouTube clips,

workbooks (such as Biology, Chemistry & Physics

4. Practice exam questions with mark schemes and exemplification for all topics that will appear in the

exam

These resources will be found on Google Classroom, in all cases. Our policy on Independent Prep aims to

support and to challenge all young people to develop the ability to prepare independently - crucial both

now, and, for success in their adult lives - please click here to read this.

This means that computer access at home is crucial over the coming weeks, particularly. Please email

nwillcox@mendipstudioschool.org.uk as soon as possible, if this is proving difficult to provide at home.
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Please also find the following key reminders about procedures for informing us of child absence and also for

keeping children safe, including our Covid mitigations - cases are stabilizing in the locality and it remains

extremely important that we act effectively, appropriately and quickly as a community to protect all

stakeholders:

Procedures for reporting your child’s absence

Just a reminder that Parents and Carers need to call 01761 438557 by 8.30am on the day of absence, in order for us to

record the absence correctly. On the message left, regarding absence, parents/carers need to include the description

of the reason for absence, name of the student and the likely return time and date to school. If the absence is so

serious that it extends beyond three days, we will need medical advice to be sought and evidenced. Mrs Willcox or

Mrs Cantrell will contact parents/carers during the day, if we need further information. Work will not be set for

students who are unwell. In the event of authorised isolation, due to Covid-19, work will be made available on Google

Classroom.

A reminder for all Parents & Carers about Independent Prep (replaces “Homework”)

We have formed a policy on Independent Prep that aims to support and to challenge all young people to develop this

life school both now and for success in their adult lives - please click here to read this.

A reminder for all parents and carers of the protocols for Covid:

If a student exhibits symptoms or gains a positive Lateral Flow home or school test, please arrange a PCR test at the

earliest possible opportunity and immediately contact the school. We will then ask for the names of close contacts

and test those students in school, every day, until a negative PCR result is received from the source, or his/her

symptoms subside.

Here is a reminder of the symptoms:

● A new, persistent cough

● A raised temperature

● A sudden loss of, or change in, taste and/or smell

Covid Immunisations:

You will have received some letters from VirginCare, forwarded by us to you. Alun Williams met with

VirginCare last week, as CEO of the Trust. There have been National delays and difficulties in getting the

right number, at the right time. This has been further complicated by the unique context of communities in

terms of their levels of infections etc. This has meant that our schools have different levels of mitigation, in

accordance with need. We will let you know when VirginCare contact us with details - this will only be when

they are ready to outroll the programme.
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Covid Testing:

Testing is genuinely the robust way to protect students, staff and families, when followed up with fast,

effective and consistent action. As you know, we test all students in school once a week and all students

need to perform at least one home test, three days thereafter. We have lots of home kits for testing and we

urge all students to take home as many as they need. Students or parents/carers will need to log the result

of their home test, as they have previously. Results for tests that students take in school will be logged by

staff here on the central Government database.

Please find more advice and guidance on Covid-19 mitigation for Parents and Carers by clicking here.

If PCR is positive, your child will need to isolate in the home and particularly away from anyone who has not

received both vaccinations for 10 days, or as advised by NHS track & trace.

If negative, your child should return to school straight away.

Wishing you and your families well and hoping that you get some quality time with one another at some

stage over the weekend.

All the very best,

Bruce Hain

Headteacher
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