Friday 23rd July 2021
Dear All
What a year! If a couple of years ago, someone had told us that two years later we would have become a fully
autonomous school, traversed the challenges of Covid-19, developed our STEM curriculum, I’m not sure we would
have believed it.
We have been utterly inspired by our students in all year groups throughout the year:
Year 10: Everyone flourishes in different circumstances - this week, the opportunities of Cheddar Gorge, Ammerdown
Forest and Enterprise day really have allowed students in year 10 to shine, demonstrating their depth of development
in our four pillars of Resilience, Independence, Active Participation and Role-modelling. This is all atop superb
achievements recognised in their end of year progress review released last week. Some of our student photos:
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Year 11s and 13s: two inspiring groups of creative, bright, hard-working young people who have bravely muscled
through a uniquely challenging time, ultimately triumphing in their end of phase qualifications. On Tuesday 10th
August, between 8.30am and 11.00am, Year 13s will be able to collect their qualification grades and we will be on
hand to support, celebrate and offer advice, if needed. On Thursday 12th August, between 8.30am and 11.00am,
Year 11s will be able to collect their qualification grades. Again, we are on hand to support, celebrate and offer advice,
if needed.
Year 12: This is a fantastic group of students: they have defined our new curriculum, persevered when they lost so
much time in their previous academic year, including losing the opportunity to celebrate five years of working towards
their GCSE qualifications. In typical style, they have been resilient, adapted to the challenges and achieved
impressively in their January exams and end of year assessments. Beyond this, there is their outstanding personal
development, active participation, independence and ability to work as part of a team.
September return to school:
Both Year 11 and Year 13 will return to school at the normal school time of 8.40am on Tuesday 7th September. The
previous day, we will have introduced our new cohorts of Year 10 and Year 11 to the school and they will be joining
existing students in school on this first day. The first period (9.00 till 9.50am) will be spent in tutor groups so that all
students can get their new timetables, lanyards, planners etc. How to buy new PE kit.
Covid Testing:
From September, we have been asked by the Government to recommence regular testing, in-school. There will be
more detail to follow before the new term starts, but we will perform Lateral Flow Tests on all students and staff on
their first day in school.
A huge Thank You to you:
Supporting and challenging students to become the best version of themselves takes a collaborative approach and
leadership by the young people themselves. A lot of great achievements by students have been recorded this year, as
a direct result of the collaboration between home, school and student. I cannot thank you enough.
Wishing you all the very, very best for the Summer - we all hope that you get some deserved rest and family time at
some point over the next few weeks. We’re also all really looking forward to seeing our students return in September,
as well as wishing our Year 13 leavers all the very best of luck in their next courageous step into the world.
Thanks to you all,

Bruce Hain
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