Thursday 12th March 2021
Dear All

Welcome back everyone!
It has been fantastic to see all students in school this week. A couple of thoroughly deserved celebrations of our
superb students:
●
●
●

Attendance and punctuality has been excellent
Students’ readiness to learn, with equipment, right attitude and correct attire
Students’ sensitivity to the circumstances both of themselves and of others has been palpable and inspiring

Having received some helpful feedback, requesting further clarity on expectations of the dress code, please click here
for a reminder and look below at the key points to help us to mitigate Covid risk:
1. The dress code is the basic expectation for all students in all years
2. Due to the current mitigations, students are allowed to wear outside garments during lessons, if they feel
cold, due to the increased ventilation (open windows)
3. It is encouraged that students wear PE kit for the full day whenever they have a PE lesson (to reduce change
of clothes)
4. Although hoodies can be worn for PE when outside, they cannot be worn in the school building, except year
13, as part of the dress code of Writhlington Sixth
5. Footwear must be single and dark in colour.
A reminder of the necessary equipment for school - they must remember to bring:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

A digital device (a smart ‘phone will suffice, unless exams concessions dictate use of a keyboard)
Pencil case
Scientific Calculator
Pens
Pencils
A mask (and a spare)

Testing and conditions - the facts, as we understand them
Lateral Flow Test (LFTs)
●
●
●
●

This test provides 90% accuracy, when conducted in laboratory conditions (such as in-school), by experienced
staff for positive tests - these tests uniquely provide evidence of the virus in asymptomatic cases
This accuracy drops when the same tests are used in other conditions
When LFTs are conducted at school, the Government does not require a PCR follow up confirmatory test, in
the event of a LFT positive result
When LFTs are conducted outside of laboratory conditions, the Government DOES require a PCR follow up
confirmatory test, in the event of a LFT positive result
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Polymerase Chain Reaction Tests (PCRs)
●
●

This lest provides 75% accuracy and only yields positive results in symptomatic cases
These tests need to be conducted via test sites and take 24 hours to yield outcomes

Please click here to complete a request for home kits, if you would like to conduct tests at home between now and
Easter. In all other cases, we will continue to provide two tests per week in school, for those for whom we have
received consent.
Research & Development Sessions (R&D Thursdays after school)
We are really looking forward to starting R&D sessions again, but we need to stagger the start dates, mindful both of
staff capacity and Covid mitigations. As a result, we have the following start dates:
Date

R&D Clubs running

Thursday 18th March

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 11 and 13 only

Thursday 25th March

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 10 and 12 only

Thursday 1st April

END of TERM - no clubs

Thursday 22nd April

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 11 and 13 only
Media R&D for years 10 and 12 only
Reptile Group for years 10 and 12 only
Lego Mindstorms for year 10 only

Thursday 29th April

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 10 and 12 only
Media R&D for years 10 and 12 only
Reptile Group for years 11 and 13 only
Lego Mindstorms for year 10 only

Thursday 6th May

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 11 and 13 only
Media R&D for years 10 and 12 only
Reptile Group for years 10 and 12 only
Lego Mindstorms for year 10 only

Thursday 13th May

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 10 and 12 only
Media R&D for years 10 and 12 only
Reptile Group for years 11 and 13 only
Lego Mindstorms for year 10 only

Thursday 20th May

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 11 and 13 only
Media R&D for years 10 and 12 only
Reptile Group for years 10 and 12 only
Lego Mindstorms for year 10 only
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Year 10 Physical Fitness Mendip Studio School kit
Order your MSS PE kit here! - We have produced an order form here - please click the items you would like.

Sorry for the information overload - we are trying to high-light only the very most important messages.
Thanks, as always for your communication and support throughout. We remain extremely proud of our students - a
credit to themselves and to you.
All the very best,

Bruce Hain
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Here is a reminder of the mitigations that all students, staff, parents and carers who enter the school must adopt:
1. Face masks must be worn at all times by staff and students in school, unless eating/drinking or if harmful to
do so
2. Hands must be washed/sanitized on arrival and following movement between rooms
3. Students must remain in groups of their “bubbles”, as before lockdown
4. Surfaces must be wiped down using disinfectant wipes after use
5. Windows and doors will be kept open as far as possible in order to maintain high levels of ventilation students are welcome to wear outdoor wear in class, by invitation from their teacher only (no hoodies)
6. Local Authority transport will begin again on Monday 8th March
7. Canteen availability will resume on Monday 8th March (please top up your child’s Parentpay, if needed)

A reminder all parents and carers of the protocols for Covid:
● If a student exhibits symptoms, he/she must stay at home, order a test and remain isolated for 10 days
Here is a reminder of the symptoms:
●
●
●

A new persistent cough
A raised temperature
A sudden loss of, or change in, taste and/or smell

Students attending school continue to receive a Lateral Flow Test on their first attendance. All tests for all students
and all staff have been negative to date.
How we have adapted to Parent, carer and student feedback for Remote Learning:
All teachers will make sure that:
●
●
●
●
●

Lessons will be as timetabled (Please let Nicola WILLCOX know if you would like a copy of your child’s
timetable)
Links to Google meet are included in Google Classroom assignment details, titled with the date of the lesson
Date work is scheduled so that all students can see the assignments they have for that day, as a list from
8:00am
Date work is due to be handed in (assignment completion deadlines)
Put work in Google classroom in good time - students must “Hand in” in order for work to be assessed
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Google Classroom & Google Meet - a reminder
Google Classroom is not just the perfect place to set work, provide written feedback and to communicate with
students, it is also linked to Google Meet - this allows us to perform virtual live lessons, if we need to. To do this,
there are a number of key guidelines that we will assume you agree to, unless you tell us otherwise:
●
●
●
●
●

●

If video is used, only the student or parent will be visible in the view
If video is used, there needs to be a blank wall behind that is in view
Work will need to be completed and returned, as instructed in the Classroom communication - as always,
teachers will be available to contact by email
Students are not permitted to take screenshots or to record the screen when Google Meet is in use
Google Meets will be live for the first 10 minutes and last 10 minutes of every lesson. This enables staff and
students to set the scene, explain the work set and its learning objectives and also allows for online support
for those who will benefit from it.
Work must actually be submitted by “Hand in” function, unless it includes completion of other tasks, such as
Quizziz, Seneca, Nearpod etc. Without being correctly submitted, teachers are unable to provide feedback
and support on students’ individual work.

Absence Procedures, for students attending school virtually and physically - an important reminder
Just a reminder that Parents and Carers need to call 01761 438557 by 8.30am on the day of absence, in order for us to
record the absence correctly. On the message left, regarding absence, parents/carers need to include the description
of the reason for absence, name of the student and the likely return time and date to school. If the absence is so
serious that it extends beyond three days, we will need medical advice to be sought and evidenced. Mrs Willcox or
Mr Leeder will contact parents/carers during the day, if we need further information. Work will not be set for
students who are unwell. In the event of authorised isolation, due to Covid-19, work will be made available on Google
Classroom (see above).
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