Friday 7th May 2021
Dear All
Albeit a shorter week, it certainly feels like a week’s worth has been packed in since last I wrote to you.
Students have continued to impress with their positive attitudes, hard work and good humour. There are just 3 weeks left of time
in school for our Year 11s and Year 13s and they continue to make every second count. Year 10s and Year 12s are approaching an
assessment window after half term, in which Year 12s will have largely practical assessments and Year 10s will have assessments
that suitably prepare them for their awarding qualifications that they will continue next year.
Staffing updates:
We will be holding interviews for the Science Teacher post advertised last week on Monday 17th May and we will, as always, be
including a student panel, observe candidates teach at least two lessons (across the range of student backgrounds) and end with a
panel of interviewers. We look forward to appointing a strong and worthy candidate on the day and I will let you know the
outcome by Friday 21st May.
Leavers’ Celebrations for Years 13 and 11
I am thrilled to confirm that we WILL be arranging a Leavers’ Event on Thursday 27th May from after school till 5pm. We will
have a BBQ, refreshment, celebrations (including Awards), music and shared memories to mark this historic point for these
fantastic young people - they are genuinely inspiring and we look forward to celebrating their achievements and wishing them
well for their next steps in life. Parents/Carers - we need your help! Could you send “first day of school” photos, or anything else
fun, of your children to Miss Baber by email, so that we can celebrate the journey they have travelled please?
Teacher Assessed Grades - an urgent reminder for Year 13
There is a questionnaire for students and parents of those who will be receiving Teachers Assessed Grades this year to complete this is now overdue for some students. This is to ensure we have all the information we need in order to complete the TAG process
accurately, and also to allow students and parents to inform us of any information we might need to consider in the process. The
link for the form is https://forms.gle/1jTDDm2KLPKiXq8r5.
It is crucial that this form is completed urgently and we would like both parents/carers and students to complete it - as a
minimum we are asking for either the parent or the student to ensure the form is completed. The deadline for completion of the
form has passed, so please urgently complete it, if you have not yet done so.
Year 12 Assessments
Year 12 end of year assessments will take place the week beginning Monday 7th June. A timetable of these exams will be out
shortly and teachers will be informing students what structure the exams will take and what content will be covered in them.
Students will also be looking at revision skills during tutor time in the lead up to these exams. A really good resource for students
to use to help them plan their revision and support them with lots of resources is the website Get Revising
(www.getrevising.co.uk).
Supporting students at home with revision
A helpful guide from www.theparentsguideto.com has been added to the Students & Parents section of our website; please click
here for more information.
Year 12 Reports and Parents’/Carers’ Evening
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Year 12 students will also have a Progress Report which will be sent home on 8th July giving feedback on their progress and efforts
so far this year. Following this report, there will be a Parents’ Evening on Thursday 15th July. This will be a virtual Parents’ Evening
and details of how to book will be sent out after the May Half Term break.
Careers appointments
Students are now able to request a careers appointment with Mrs Pascoe by using the following forms:
https://forms.gle/nWFqfTX4D1oEV4Wf8
We particularly encourage Year 12 to complete this form and to meet with Mrs Pascoe, our Careers Advisor.
Preparation for Next Steps:

Year 12 students will be starting to work on their applications for their next steps after May half term and more details
about this will be in the next update. In the meantime, Unifrog is a fantastic resource which all students in the Sixth
Form will use. We are delighted that we are now able to offer parents access to enable you to support your children in
preparing for their next steps. To register on Unifrog please go to www.unifrog.org/code and enter the following
codes: WRSCparents. These codes are valid until the 1st June 2021. Unifrog have produced a short film about the
resource for parents and this is available here: https://www.loom.com/share/1d856c8220f444faa653fd7f719db5c8
A reminder of the necessary equipment for school - they must remember to bring:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

A digital device (with its own keyboard)
Pencil case
Scientific Calculator
Pens (more than one)
Pencils (more than one)
A mask (and a spare)

Covid Testing:
A reminder that home tests need to be completed twice a week - we have nominated Tuesdays and Fridays for all
students and staff. Please encourage your son/daughter to collect more kits from the front office, if needed and
ensure that tests are completed and recorded both in the handbook and online on the Government website.
A reminder about Research & Development Sessions (R&D Thursdays after school)
We need to stagger the start dates, mindful both of staff capacity and Covid mitigations. As a result, we have the
following dates for R&D sessions:
Date

R&D Clubs running

Thursday 13th May

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 10 and 12 only
Media R&D for years 10 and 12 only
Reptile Group for years 11 and 13 only
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Lego Mindstorms for year 10 only
Thursday 20th May

Horticultural and Orchid Club for Years 11 and 13 only
Media R&D for years 10 and 12 only
Reptile Group for years 10 and 12 only
Lego Mindstorms for year 10 only

Thursday 27th May

Year 13 and Year 11 Leavers’ Celebration
(no R&D for years 10 and 12)

Huge thanks to you all for your continued support and communication - wishing you all a great weekend ahead.
All the very best,

Bruce Hain
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Here is a reminder of the mitigations that all students, staff, parents and carers who enter the school must adopt:
1. Face masks must be worn at all times by staff and students in school, unless eating/drinking or if harmful to
do so
2. Hands must be washed/sanitized on arrival and following movement between rooms
3. Students must remain in groups of their “bubbles”, as before lockdown
4. Surfaces must be wiped down using disinfectant wipes after use
5. Windows and doors will be kept open as far as possible in order to maintain high levels of ventilation students are welcome to wear outdoor wear in class, by invitation from their teacher only (no hoodies)
6. Local Authority transport will begin again on Monday 8th March
7. Canteen availability will resume on Monday 8th March (please top up your child’s Parentpay, if needed)
A reminder all parents and carers of the protocols for Covid:
● If a student exhibits symptoms, he/she must stay at home, order a test and remain isolated for 10 days
Here is a reminder of the symptoms:
●
●
●

A new persistent cough
A raised temperature
A sudden loss of, or change in, taste and/or smell

Absence Procedures, for students attending school virtually and physically - an important reminder
Just a reminder that Parents and Carers need to call 01761 438557 by 8.30am on the day of absence, in order for us to
record the absence correctly. On the message left, regarding absence, parents/carers need to include the description
of the reason for absence, name of the student and the likely return time and date to school. If the absence is so
serious that it extends beyond three days, we will need medical advice to be sought and evidenced. Mrs Willcox or
Mr Leeder will contact parents/carers during the day, if we need further information. Work will not be set for
students who are unwell. In the event of authorised isolation, due to Covid-19, work will be made available on Google
Classroom (see above).
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