Friday 15th October
2021
Dear All
We have reached the end of our penultimate week of term 1 and the students’ achievements abound. On
Wednesday, we launched the updated Conduct & Recognition policy and procedure for all students in years
10 and 11. These procedures are explained in this short presentation of Conduct & Recognition, Years 10
and 11. On Monday, students with 10 or more achievement points will receive a letter home.
Years 12 and 13:
Our Sixth Form students have set the tone this academic year. They have fully immersed themselves in their
studies and the culture of the school. Year 13s will shortly be receiving their first progress review (also sent
home to Parents and Carers) and Year 12s will shortly follow thereafter. For some year 12 students there
are mock exams in term 2, in preparation for January or March external exams, depending on the subject
they study (January for Forensics, March for Engineering).
Year 10: Parents’ and Carers’ Subject Consultation Meetings
A huge thank you to all Parents and Carers of students in year 10 who joined us on Thursday 14th October
for subject consultation discussions. For those who were unable to join, you will be pleased to hear that a
progress report will be sent out shortly after the half term break with information about students’ progress
in their academic studies and work ethic so far this year.
Show Racism the Red Card!
On Thursday 21st October, all students are strongly encouraged to wear RED items of clothing to show
solidarity and commitment to playing our part in eradicating racism. Mrs Gates has kindly led on this and I
will lead this coming week’s assembly with some context for all students.
Year 11: Mock exam week begins on Thursday 18th November (completed on 26th November)
It is extremely important that Year 11 students use next week to make sure that they have everything they
need to be successful in their mock exams. Parents and Carers can best support their young people by
nagging them to get on with their Google Classroom based mock preparation activities, which include:
1. A list of all the topics that will be covered in the exam
2. A checklist for each of the topics that they will need to complete
3. Resources to fill in any gaps in knowledge, skills or understanding (e.g. PowerPoints, YouTube clips,
workbooks (such as Biology, Chemistry & Physics)
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4. Practice exam questions with mark schemes and exemplification for all topics that will appear in the
exam
Our policy on Independent Prep aims to support and to challenge all young people to develop the ability to
prepare independently - crucial both now in preparing for their most important exams to date, and, for
success in their adult lives, managing busy lifestyles and future relationships and employment - please click
here to read this.
This means that computer access at home is crucial over the coming weeks, particularly. Please email
nwillcox@mendipstudioschool.org.uk as soon as possible, if this is proving difficult to provide at home.
Please also find the following key reminders about procedures for informing us of child absence and also for
keeping children safe, including our Covid mitigations - cases are stabilizing in the locality and it remains
extremely important that we act effectively, appropriately and quickly as a community to protect all
stakeholders:

Procedures for reporting your child’s absence
Just a reminder that Parents and Carers need to call 01761 438557 by 8.30am on the day of absence, in order for us to
record the absence correctly. On the message left, regarding absence, parents/carers need to include the description
of the reason for absence, name of the student and the likely return time and date to school. If the absence is so
serious that it extends beyond three days, we will need medical advice to be sought and evidenced. Mrs Willcox or
Mrs Cantrell will contact parents/carers during the day, if we need further information. Work will not be set for
students who are unwell. In the event of authorised isolation, due to Covid-19, work will be made available on Google
Classroom.

A reminder for all Parents & Carers about Independent Prep (replaces “Homework”)
We have formed a policy on Independent Prep that aims to support and to challenge all young people to develop this
life school both now and for success in their adult lives - please click here to read this.

A reminder for all parents and carers of the protocols for Covid:
If a student exhibits symptoms or gains a positive Lateral Flow home or school test, please arrange a PCR test at the
earliest possible opportunity and immediately contact the school. We will then ask for the names of close contacts
and test those students in school, every day, until a negative PCR result is received from the source, or his/her
symptoms subside.
Here is a reminder of the symptoms:
●
●

A new, persistent cough
A raised temperature
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●

A sudden loss of, or change in, taste and/or smell

Covid Testing:
Testing is genuinely the most robust way to protect students, staff and families, when followed up with fast,
effective and consistent action. As you know, we test all students in school once a week and all students
need to perform at least one home test, three days thereafter. We have lots of home kits for testing and we
urge all students to take home as many as they need. Students or parents/carers will need to log the result
of their home test, as they have previously. Results for tests that students take in school will be logged by
staff here on the central Government database.
● Please find more advice and guidance on Covid-19 mitigation for Parents and Carers by clicking here.
● If PCR is positive, your child will need to isolate in the home and particularly away from anyone who
has not received both vaccinations for 10 days, or as advised by NHS track & trace.
● If negative, your child should return to school straight away.
Friday 22nd October is an INSET day and so students finish for Half Term on Thursday 21st October.
We are really grateful for your support and communication throughout the term and we hope you get some
much deserved rest and family time, over the coming weeks. Students deserve a rest this half term, though
they would all benefit from at least an hour of independent prep on five or more occasions over the
extended half term break, in order to stay on course to produce their Personal Best in forthcoming exams
and assessments.
All the very best,

Bruce Hain
Headteacher
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